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Florida Shooting Brings up Gun 
Control Debate 

By TYLER JOHNSON 

On Wednesday February 14th, 17 students and 
teachers were fatally shot in a school shooting at 
Stoneman Douglas High School in Parkland, Flori-
da. This event has landed itself on the list of one of 
the country’s deadliest school massacres. 19-year-
old Nikolas Cruz allegedly opened fire at the Florida 
high school on Valentine’s Day, when most were 
just beginning to celebrate. 16 students were wound-
ed on top of the 17 whose lives were taken that day.  
 
This massacre differed from others in its past and 
that difference has made a significant impact. With 
the access of social media, students snapped, tweet-
ed, and posted live videos inside the school. This 
gave the world a close look at what was really hap-
pening during this massacre. One of the most pro-
voking and raw visuals was a Snapchat story show-
ing teens locked in a room with another student who 
appeared shot and unresponsive.  
 
As these videos and pictures surfaced, it began to 
cause numerous debates in the media addressing gun 
control laws and if there is being enough done. Stu-
dents of Stoneman Douglas quickly turned this trag-
edy into a movement for change. Their actions have 
caught the attention across the nation and even at 
UNHS. English teacher Ms. Haff was questioned on 
the students’ motives and what she thought, she had 
this to say: “I find it extremely uplifting that these 
teens were able to take a situation where they had 
zero control and turn it into a movement. I have been 
following the debate on Twitter and I love seeing 
kids your age really standing up for a change.”  
 
Through this tragedy, a dialog has opened about 
what our nation should do about the selling of guns 
and possible new laws that could be adopted. 
Though this can never bring back the students and 
teachers killed at Parkland, it is a debate that needed 
to happen.  
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UNHS Celebrates Valentine’s Day  
By SHAXLO BAKHRITDINOVA 
 
48 hours is better than 24! 
Here at University Neighbor-
hood High School there is 
never a dull moment. Check 
out how we celebrated Valen-
tine’s Day not just on Febru-
ary 14th but the next day as 
well! 

UNHS’s Student Government 
Association made getting 
something for that special 
someone just a little easier. 
SGA hosted a fundraiser that  
hand delivered roses and can-
dy hearts—taking all the has-
sle out of Valentine’s Day. Students and teachers alike  
bought their friends flowers and candy hearts to add to 
the festivities. These items were delivered during third 
period, along with handwritten personalized messages 
from the buyer. Many students were especially impressed 
with the pink roses and had a great time guessing who 
was their secret admirer.  

The next day all the students gathered for Love Lunch. 
The cafeteria was decorated with 
sweet heart signs and even a large 
photo booth with props.  The 
menu consisted of student favor-
ites including pizza, dumplings, 
and cake! Ms. Collins also sur-
prised everyone by handing out 
ring pops in the shape of roses. 
Students and faculty were able to 
all gather together to have a spe-
cial lunch before leaving for Feb-
ruary break.    

. 

Ms. Haff and Ms. Kowalsky pose in 

the photo booth.  

Students enjoy their Valen-

tine’s Day sweets.  



The History of Valentine’s Day 
By SABRYN ADJODHA 
 
Valentine’s day started in the year of 496. This is a very old tradition that started with a 
saint. Saint Valentine was a Roman saint in around the 3rd Century. The main history 
about Valentine is a mystery, but the famous saint was beheaded by Claudius II for 
helping Christian couples wed. Claudius II thought married men were bad soldiers, 
these secret weddings went directly against his commands. Pope Gelasius I declared 
the feast of St. Valentine. Some may say that Valentine’s Day took place in February 
because the ancient Romans celebrated the feast of Lupercalia, a spring festival that 
was on February 15th. Valentine’s Day contains both Christians and ancient Roman 
traditions. The festival called Lupercalia was the start of their spring time, during 

which they celebrated by having boys draw names of girls out of a box. With the introduction of Christianity, the 
holiday was moved to the 14th of February. The cupid was a symbol of love. The legend is that if he shoots you 
with his arrow you will fall head over heels in love with the next person you meet. He is sometimes shown blind-
folded to show that love makes you blind. So next time you think about Valentine’s Day, remember the mysterious 
history behind it that makes it so romantic!  

Tips for SAT Success 
 

On March 21, 2018 10th and 11th graders across the DOE will be spending the day taking their PSATs and SATs 
with the hopes of getting those high scores to give them the best opportunities for college. UNHSPress has uncov-
ered some not-so-top-secret tips from thoughtco.com to ensure SAT success: 
 

1.Rely on POE 
We are talking about Process of Elimination, not Edgar Allan though, who knows, he may be on the SATs 
too! Get rid of as many wrong choices as you can on the SAT before answering a question. Wrong answers 
are often easier to find. Look for extremes like "never" "only" "always" in the Reading test; Look for oppo-
sites in the Math section like a substitution of –1 for 1. Look for words that sound similar in the Writing and 
Language test like "conjunctive" and "subjunctive." 

2.  Be our “Guess” 
You are no longer penalized for incorrect answers! Woo hoo! The Redesigned SAT has reversed their pen-
alty of 1/4 point for incorrect answers, so guess, guess, guess away after using the process of elimination. 

3. Have a Lead Hand 
Use your lead like crazy and use your pencil to physically scratch out wrong choices, write down formulas 
and equations, solve math problems, outline, paraphrase and underline to help you read. No one is going to 
read what you wrote in the test booklet, so use it to your advantage. 

4. Haste Makes Waste 
It's very difficult to finish all the problems and maintain accuracy. Slow down a little bit, answer fewer 
questions correctly instead of guessing at the entire lot. You’ll get a better score if you answer 75% of the 
questions on the test and answer them correctly, than if you answer all of them and get 50% correct. 

5. Take the Easy Way Out 
You do not have to complete the test sections in order. No, you can't jump from Math to Writing, but you 
can certainly skip around inside each section. If you're stuck on a difficult question on the Reading test, for 
example, by all means, circle the question in your test booklet and move on to a simpler question. You don't 
get any extra points for more difficult questions. Get the easy point when you can! 

6. Keep Your Opinions to Yourself 
The Redesigned SAT essay asks you to read an argument and critique it. You will no longer be asked to 
give your opinion; rather, you''ll need to tear someone else's opinion apart. If you spend your 50 minutes 
writing a persuasive essay, you're going to bomb it. 

7. Trust Your Gut 
Statistics prove that your first answer choice is usually correct. Do not go back through the test and change 
your answers unless you've found evidence that you are absolutely incorrect. Your first instinct is typically 
correct. 



History of Chinese New 
Year  
By ISABELLA COOPER  
 

Friday, February 16th began Chinese 
New Year, also known as Spring Fes-
tival. What makes the date of Chinese 
New Year every year is a lunisolar 
calendar that uses both the moon 
phase and the solar year. Usually peo-
ple celebrate by giving red envelopes 
with money inside for children and 
teens. The reason why they use red as the color is that it 
symbolizes good luck and wards off bad spirits, but people 
also get new clothes and clean their homes to get rid of bad 
energy from the past year to start the new year with a clean 
slate.  

Many people around the world also celebrate by going out-
side to set off firecrackers, watching elaborately-made 
“dragons” roam the streets opening their mouths waiting to 
be fed with red envelopes.  At the end of the day, people 
usually gather around the dinner table with family and 
friends  to eat all different kinds of foods. Some foods that 
are eat are fa gao, turnip cake, and shark fin soup. It is a 
day of togetherness, celebration, and renewal. 

Chinese New Year Parade Brings Life to the Year of the Dog! 
By EDDY VARGAS 

 
The annual Lunar New Year Parade took place Sunday, February 25th on the 
Lower East Side. The parade, organized by Better Chinatown USA, brought 
thousands of viewers as it is one of the biggest events in Chinatown each 
year. Although the weather was rough, the parade still “withheld the festive 
mood and delivered excellence like every year,” said a local parade goer. 

 
The parade stretched nearly a mile through some of the most notable streets 
of Chinatown, running down Canal, onto East Broadway, and ending on Hes-
ter Street. The whole event lasted form 1:00 to 4:30 PM 
 
The parade had brought people of all ages out to celebrate the Year of the Dog. Open shops and stands outside sold 
sparklers, confetti cannons and firecrackers which brightened eyes with beautiful colors filling the skies. Parade 
floats playing traditional music and performers playing drums and other cultural instruments filled ears. 
 
Streets were closed off for vehicles, which caused some traffic problems, but in the sake of good fun, everyone had 
a great time and celebrated the start of a new year! 



Panthers Wrap Up their Season in the 
Playoffs 
By ANGEL CORTINA 

On February 28th, the UNHS Panthers basketball team ended 
their season in an intense game against Chelsea Career and 
Technical Education at Marta Valle High School. The Pan-
thers were dominant on the court in the first half of the game. 
Seniors Danyjee Jean Pierre, Alex Mesa, and Carlos Martinez 
were all over the court. All players displayed a passion and 
determination that could not be ignored. The UNHS crowd 
roared in support throughout the game, even when the score 
was getting close. Towards the second half of the game, the 
opposing Lions began to catch up and got ahead of our Pan-
thers. After numerous opportunities of free-throws, the Lions 
took the lead and won with the final score of 58-50. It was cer-
tainly an emotional ending for the Panthers and their fans. We 

left with our heads low but knew deep down it was one great sea-
son played. Congratulations Panthers on your season! We look for-
ward seeing what you have in store next year.  

The crowd remained silent during Alex Mesa’s successful free 
throw. 

Senior DanyJee Jean Pierre leading the score board with 
his one of many baskets from the playoff game.  

UNHS students and teachers cheer on the UNHS Panthers at Marta Valle . 

Successful Handball Team Begins Try-outs  
By BRANDON BOBE 
  
On February 28th, students of UNHS came out to the handball court after school for this season’s handball tryouts. 
New members are necessary this year due to the large number of players who graduated last year. Coach Fox evalu-
ated the possible new members and how valuable they could be to the team this year. There are different positions 
that are necessary to play an official handball game. Starting with singles, a standard 1v1 up to 21 points and dou-
bles, a 2v2 which is also up to 21 points. There are 1st, 2nd, and 3rd singles. Then there are 1st Doubles and 2nd 
Doubles. A bracket is made and players face each other to see who is fit for certain positions on the team and who is 
a substitute for that position. The handball team ended last year’s season in the playoffs; this year they have high 
hopes they will win the division. You can see the first home game on March 20th at 4:30 P.M. at the handball court. 
Good luck this season, Panthers! 



National Honor Society: Pi Day   
By SALLY JIANG and UDEME UDOM 

 

This year UNHS’s National Honor Society will host a fundraiser that is inspired 
by the infamous number 3.1415926…  The idea was created by Mr. Moulder, 
math teacher and National Honor Society advisor. The purpose of this fundrais-
er is to raise money for the NHS in order to facilitate a civil service project at 
UNHS.  

 

In the first and second week of March, students will be able to donate money 
during their lunch periods to the teacher they would like to see get pied in the 
face for Pi Day! Several teachers have volunteered for this great cause (Ms. 
Blatt, Mr. Wohlers, Mr. Viteri, Ms. Wright, and Mr. Cavalli, to name a few!) 
and will receive their pies on March 14th. Teachers will earn a pie for every 
$3.14 they raise in their jars.  

 

The students at UNHS cannot wait for Pi Day to come! Be on the lookout for 
more information on the daily announcements and flyers around school.  

UNHS Brings Awareness in the Hallways 

By ANNJALIE CHANDER 

Every year in February, UNHS tries to celebrate love, respect, and 
openness by decorating its hallways. This year, the 2nd floor was in 
charge of art awareness; the 3rd floor celebrated Chinese New Year; 
the 4th floor celebrated Women’s History; and the 5th floor celebrat-
ed Black History month.  

What really caught everyone’s attention was the display on the 4th 
floor by Ms. Powell’s office, the SAGA board celebrating notewor-
thy African-Americans in the LGBTQ community. The SAGA club, 
led by advisor Mr. Whitman, created this masterpiece. After its re 
          veal, students were 

drawn to its vibrant colors and the message it was           sending to UNHS.  

UNHS Is Career Ready 
By UDEME UDOM 
 
Every February the NYC DOE celebrates CTE Awareness Month to spread 
awareness of Career & Technical Education. CTE Awareness Month is all about 
making students aware of the endless variety of careers that they can choose to 
pursue after graduation. To celebrate this year, the UNHS Business Department 
led the charge through different activities, including a Career Panel to introduce 
students to different career options.  

Ninth grade students in Ms. Constantinou’s and Mrs. Kowalsky’s Career & Fi-
nancial Management classes created colorful and informative posters outlining 
many  career options in industries including health sciences, law, government, 
arts, and media. These posters were displayed throughout UNHS. On Tuesday 
February 13, 2018, Ms. Constantinou arranged a special Career Panel to take place in our library. Students had the 
opportunity to hear from real professionals about their careers and the skills needed to do their jobs. The panelists 
included a lawyer, stock broker, IT professional, restaurant owner, and our very own Officer Ison!  It was a highly 
informative panel discussion that enlightened our students, and we thank Ms. Constantinou and Mrs. Kowalsky for 
organizing this and the rest of the events during Career Awareness Month.  

 As always, UNHS wants to make their students college and career ready not only by developing skills need-

Students listen as various professionals discuss 

their career tracks during the Career Panel.  



   Sudoku  

The objective is to fill a 9×9 grid with digits 
so that each column, each row, and each of 
the nine 3×3 sub-grids that compose the 
grid contains all of the digits from 1 to 9. 
The puzzle setter provides a partially com-
pleted grid, which for a well-posed puzzle 
has a unique   solution.  

Game Page 



Aquarius (Jan 20th - Feb 18th) 

Connect, connect. Even if it’s a little bit hard or scary. 

Connect! After all, the meaning of life is intricately bound 

with our abilities to be part of other people’s lives, and to 

let them be part of ours. And guess what? Connecting is 

pretty much always a choice.  

Leo (July 23rd - Aug 22nd) 

Keep your cool, emotionally and financially, in the face of 

an issue that arises on the 11th or 12th. Don’t throw a fit 

— or money at the problem. It just won’t work. Look hard 

at the question of what you really need from your friend-

ships on the 16th and 17th of February 2018.  

Pisces (Feb 19th - Mar 20th) 

What partnership doesn’t have bumps? No partnership, 

that’s the answer. So if a few bumps come up, relax. Don’t 

tense up. Don’t get panicked. Go to yoga. Breathe deeply. 

Approach the bump. You should examine what happened. 

Consider why. Consider how it could come up again. Get 

a professional opinion, if you want. 

Virgo (Aug 23rd - Sep 22nd) 

If you discover that you suddenly have an incredible yen to 

buy something you know you can’t afford on the 1st or 2nd, 

just breathe deeply. You’ll discover that the situation has a 

silver lining. And how? Don’t give up asking until you are 

sure you have the answer.   

Aries (Mar 21st - April 19th) 

By a pretty exciting 6th and 7th, you are ready to get out 

there and see what life has to offer. So get out there! And 

see what life has to offer! Be sure to generate as much 

good karma as possible on the 11th and 12th by helping 

folks out.   

Libra (Sep 23rd - Oct 22nd) 

By the somewhat emotionally challenging 7th and 8th, you 

might be coming down from all this high energy, and that 

feels hard. Actually, though, it’s really healthy! Do your 

best to accept that life is made up of highs and lows and in-

betweens, and there’s nothing wrong with that, and you’re 

likely to be better able to roll with it.  

Taurus (April 20th - May 20th) 

By the ever so slightly crazed 13th, 14th and 15th of Feb-

ruary 2018, you need to make a serious effort to slow 

down. Even if somebody is pushing you to speed up! Tau-

rus, you’re in a pretty great space on the 16th and 17th.   

Scorpio (Oct 23rd - Nov 21st) 

Volunteer your time and energy to help others on the 25th, 

26th or 27th, and you’ll end up feeling really fulfilled. Pa-

tience is the answer to the question on the 28th. Practice it!  

Gemini (May 21st - June 20th) 

Gemini, don’t go overboard with the whole communica-

tions thing on the 11th and 12th. That’s to say, communi-

cate what you need to communicate and wait if you aren’t 

sure what your message is, yet. An obstacle could help 

you figure out if you really want whatever it is that said 

obstacle is standing in the way of on the 16th and 17th.  

Sagittarius (Nov 22nd - Dec 21st) 

Bury yourself in work, though, and you’ll feel a little blue. 

C’mon! No matter how much you have to do, you can make 

time for the things that are important in your life. By the 

wonderful 5th and 6th, you’ll have a lot of time for your 

loved ones, and you will all be loving it! Take things out-

doors, and you’ll be even more impressed with how fantas-

Cancer (June 21st - July 22nd) 

By the mildly unsteady February 2018, do everything you 

can to get yourself back into balance. Yes, a yoga class 

will help. Slow way, way, down on the 13th, 14th and 

15th. Heck! You could learn to love taking things a little 

easier. Cancer, don’t thumb your nose at authority, even 

if you decide to ignore what they have to say on the 18th.  

Capricorn (Dec 22nd - Jan 19th) 

A desire to be a homebody should definitely be indulged on 

the 21st and 22nd. Capricorn, make cupcakes! Reconnect 

with an old friend on the 25th, 26th or 27th. The miles and 

years will melt away! New projects beckon on the 28th. An-

swer their call!  

Horoscopes Powered by: astrologyclub.com  



 

 

 

SLT/PTA Update  

On February 15, the SLT and PTA discussed the following: 

 Workshops for parents: We will begin planning informative workshops on various topics for parents 
monthly, including college– and career– related topics.  

 CEP midpoint reflection on goals:  The team reviewed our Comprehensive Education Plan goals and 
looked at data to identify whether we are on track to achieving them. Action plans were reviewed and 
revised where necessary with new/additional steps added.  

 Addition of technology: Ms. Collins purchased three additional class sets of Chromebooks for stu-
dents.  

Our next meeting will be held on March 14 at 4:00 in the library. All parents are enthusiastically encour-
aged to join us!  

Attention Seniors of 2018! 

Senior Dues are past due! All payments are to be sub-
mitted to Mrs. Kowalsky in room 405. Be sure to check 
the google classroom for any more updates!  

 

Hey you! Want to join UNHS Press?  

Come join us in Ms. Haff’s room on Tuesday’s at 3pm. If you 
have any questions feel free to ask Ms. Haff or Ms. Loccisano.  

 



  

Looking for something to do? Check out these 
awesome events at the Seward Park Library.  

OTHER EVENTS AT SEWARD PARK LIBRARY: 



 

APRIL 

 MARCH 

DATE DAY ACTIVITY/EVENT 

3/2 Friday Deloitte meetings, 2:40 P.M. 

3/3 Saturday Saturday Achieve Now Academy, 8:30 A.M.-1:30 P.M. 

3/6 Tuesday “Today’s Girl, Tomorrow’s Woman” Conference, 8:30 A.M.-3:00 P.M. 

3/8 Thursday Parent-Teacher Evening, 4:30-7:30 P.M. 

3/9 Friday Parent-Teacher Afternoon, 12:30-2:30 P.M. 

3/10 Saturday Saturday Achieve Now Academy, 8:30 A.M.-1:30 P.M. 

3/14 Wednesday STEM Day at LaGuardia College for students in College Now Biology, Math, and 
Information Systems classes 
SLT meeting: 4-5:00 P.M; PTA meeting: 5-6:30 P.M. 

3/16 Friday End of 4
th
 marking period; Deloitte meetings, 2:40 P.M. 

3/17 Saturday Saturday Achieve Now Academy, 8:30 A.M.-1:30 P.M. 

3/21 Wednesday PSAT for sophomores; SAT for juniors; freshman Medieval Times trip; senior 
cruise 

3/23 Friday Trip for 9th grade Deloitte students to Deloitte Rockefeller offices 

3/24 Saturday Saturday Achieve Now Academy, 8:30 A.M.-1:30 P.M. 

3/30-4/8 Friday to following 
Sunday 

Spring recess 

DATE DAY ACTIVITY/EVENT 

3/30-4/8 Friday to following 
Sunday 

Spring recess 

4/11 Wednesday SLT meeting: 4-5:00 P.M; PTA meeting: 5-6:30 P.M. 

4/12 Thursday Old Bethpage Village Trip for 10th graders 

4/14 Saturday Saturday Achieve Now Academy, 8:30 A.M.-1:30 P.M. 

4/20 Friday Deloitte Trip; NYC College of Technology Hospitality and Tourism tour and over-
view 

4/21 Saturday Saturday Achieve Now Academy, 8:30 A.M.-1:30 P.M. 

4/23 Monday Humanities Day at LaGuardia College for students in College Now English, 
Journalism, and Marketing classes 

4/27 Friday End of 5th marking period 

4/28 Saturday Saturday Achieve Now Academy, 8:30 A.M.-1:30 P.M. 

UNHS UPCOMING EVENTS 


